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HEALTH STAFF — ASSAULTS AGAINST 
974. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 
I refer to the government’s announcement of additional security measures to protect nurses in our emergency 
departments from skyrocketing numbers of assaults from patients suffering meth psychosis. What is the Premier 
doing to address the underlying cause of violence in our hospitals—namely, the meth crisis in Western Australia, 
which he promised to fix before his government was elected? 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the member for Armadale to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I was pleased to hear earlier the Minister for Health outline some of the initiatives that we are taking to deal with 
violence in our hospitals. Like everyone, I find it concerning and unacceptable that people engage in violence 
against staff in our hospitals. Indeed, I have relatives who are nurses in hospitals who are impacted by this, and 
they pass on to me stories about the conduct of some people in our hospitals. Today, we announced an increased 
funding package of $11.23 million to help hospitals enhance their security, including $5.1 million in capital works 
to enhance CCTV coverage at health facilities and $6.13 million to boost security staffing and alcohol and other 
drug staffing at our hospitals. Indeed, I went to Royal Perth Hospital to launch an urgent care clinic designed to 
assist in dealing with that. CCTV upgrades will take place at Sir Charles Gairdner and Royal Perth Hospitals. 
Regional and country hospitals will receive some additional support as well, and a public awareness campaign will 
be part of that. Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital now has a dedicated 24/7 security presence in the emergency 
department, which it never had before. 
In terms of additional activity to the meth action plan that we put in place, there will be 93 additional treatment 
beds across Western Australia, including 49 in the south west; additional treatment services, particularly in the 
Kimberley; and Western Australia’s first alcohol and drug treatment prison for women. It is the first in Australia 
and perhaps in the world. Wandoo Rehabilitation Prison is delivering great success and a second facility for men 
is in process at Casuarina Prison, which we expect to open soon. If a person goes to prison, they will get support 
to get off meth. There has been a huge increase in police roadside testing for drugs. Police were under-resourced 
before—a huge increase there. We established the meth border force, with an additional 100-plus officers and 
20 support staff, from memory, designed to provide support for interdicting methamphetamine. We have had some 
enormous busts as a consequence of that work. We now have the toughest penalties in Australia for drug trafficking. 
We have mental health emergency centres. In addition to that, there are all sorts of initiatives across the state, 
including expanding the joint police and mental health crisis response. Essentially, when police go out, they can 
have psychological workers or psychologists working with them, so it is a joint response for people affected by 
methamphetamine. We are prioritising and targeting school-based education. 
There is a whole range of initiatives across the state, but meth is not easy to deal with. The member’s question has 
a premise within it that somehow this is easy. Recent tests show that there has been a 25 per cent decline in meth 
usage since the Leader of the Opposition was police minister in 2016. Recent wastewater testing shows a 25 per cent 
decline in meth usage, but the idea that we can suddenly get everyone who is addicted to methamphetamine to 
give it up is, I think, unachievable. But we make incremental improvements. That is what all these initiatives 
are about—improving the situation to try to deal with a scourge in our community. Anyone who says that they 
have a magic-bullet solution is wrong. The government has a whole range of initiatives across both treatment and 
enforcement to try to get people off methamphetamine, and, indeed, across education. I encourage everyone, like 
I do my own children, that if they are at a party or anywhere where it is about, leave. I say that to my own kids all the 
time. I am trying to educate them that if they take it once, it is so addictive that they may never get off it. I educate 
my children. I encourage every single parent out there to do the same with their children: if they take it once, they 
may never get off it. If they are somewhere where it is, they should get out as soon as they can. 
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